THEIR VOICE  IS   HEARD

It seems to me that Untouchability can only be
dealt with by attacking the principle and not by
making separate provisions for untouchables.
How are we to educate and uplift these depressed
classes ? What can we do with people who have
been taught for generations to believe that if they
are touched they themselves commit a sin ? What
are we to do with people who are not aware that
they have human rights ? ... I too would like to
see a crore of rupees spent. But on what is going
to be spent, Sir ? Surely there is only one proper
way of spending that money, and that is on educa-
ting the oppressors. . . . It has to be solved from
the top and not from the bottom. . . . Let us
not have people who are outside human charity. It
is the conversion of opinion that is wanted. Let
'" us convert opinion, and the education of the un-
touchables will be solved by itself. When we have
realised our human obligation to the untouchable,
then there will be no difficulty about lifting him
up. He can only be lifted up by recognising his
human rights ; he can only be lifted up when we
are^ conscious of him as a human being. . . .*

And this speaker, further, definitely objects to the
appropriation of public money to provide separate
educational opportunities for the Untouchables, on the
ground that the act itself would be vicious :

We must not go on providing special facilities
and thereby preserving the principle of untouch-

1 Mr. Arthur Moore, Legislative Assembly   Debates, February
1928, pp. 698-699.
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